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Multiple COVID-19 Cases Identified at a Fruit Packing
Facility in Hood River County 6/1/2020

A fruit packing facility in Hood River’s Mid-Valley has become the center for a cluster of COVID-19 cases.
Whenever more than two cases are linked to a particular location, it is called an ‘outbreak’. As of Friday, May
29, 2020, the criteria for an outbreak were met at Duckwall Fruit. We have not identified the source of this
outbreak. Everyone should continue to follow guidance for proper social distancing and mask use both at work
and during personal time outside of work. The number of cases both positive and presumptive continues to
change, please see our website for the latest confirmed count. With complete transparency and cooperation from
Duckwall Fruit, testing of employees, and other close contacts, is occurring with the coordination of community
partners. One Community Health, Columbia Gorge Family Medicine and Mid-Columbia Medical Center have
stepped forward to ensure that all employees at Duckwall Fruit receive timely testing before the facility begins
operation again. The Hood River County Health Department (HRCHD) is very grateful to have such
outstanding community participation. “Without our community partners, we would not be able to have such a
rapid response to the threat of COVIDI19 in our region.” said Patricia Elliott, Director of HRCHD. “The
numbers of positive cases are likely to increase in the coming days as our investigation continues.”

Page |1

Connie Serra, MD Lead Physician said; “At One Community Health (OCH) we are focusing our COVID-19
efforts on supporting vulnerable populations, including agricultural workers, who we have been serving since
we were founded over 33 years ago. We are offering workers access to free COVID-19 education, free testing,
and healthcare at our weekly farm worker health clinics. For orchardists and packing houses, we have created a
series of services to support them this season, including free worker COVID-19 prevention and safety education
provided by our bicultural/bilingual community health workers. We are also closely partnering with our local
health departments to locate the virus, test and contain the virus from spreading. The contact tracing efforts of
our health departments are essential, particularly as our state is becoming more active and stay at home
restrictions are eased. We understand this is a confusing and challenging time, but we are grateful for our
community’s collective response in supporting our local farms, packing houses, and essential workers to
have a safe and successful harvest. We appreciate the risks and sacrifices they are taking to put local
produce on our tables.”

Not all of the individuals who tested positive and are connected to this outbreak cluster live in Hood River
County. Several individuals live in surrounding Counties, with a potential for positive cases to be seen in
neighboring communities of Washington State as well. According to Teri Thalhofer, Director of North Central
Public Health District (NCPHD), “COVID does not respect county lines. We appreciate our partners coming
together when an outbreak has multijurisdictional impact”.

Duckwall Fruit, HRCHD, NCPHD and the Oregon Department of Agriculture are working collaboratively to
mitigate this outbreak. Duckwall Fruit has worked hard to put safeguards into place for their employees even
before this outbreak occurred. Ed Weathers, President of Duckwall Fruit stated, “At Duckwall Fruit our first
priority has always been the health and safety of our employees, and in the case of communicable disease, also
the health and safety of their families. Duckwall Fruit and The Hood River County Health Department continue
to work closely with the common goal of protecting our employees and the community. We are especially
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grateful to the Hood River County Health Department for their continual assistance in this difficult time and
will continue to work closely with their team and follow the guidance they provide.” Duckwall Fruit has a long
history, having operated for more than 100 years providing fresh fruit packing in the Hood River Valley.
According to the Food and Drug Administration, there is currently no evidence of food or food packaging being
associated with transmission of COVID19.

“Unfortunately, we will likely see more incidences of virus spread in the coming weeks and months”,
Christopher Van Tilburg, Health Officer for HRCHD states. “Although clustered at one workplace, we don't
know where the outbreak started-or where it spread--it may have occurred among employees off work. We need
to do what we can to keep our workplaces safe AND stay safe on our time off of work. This will become
paramount as we move towards reopening the county and state. Employers can review Governor Kate Brown
guidelines for workplace safety https://govstatus.egov.com/or-covid-19. Specifically, institute physical
distancing in the work environment, allow employees to work remotely when possible, encourage good hand
hygiene and masking when physical distancing is a challenge, or mandatory masking when appropriate. Most
importantly, employees should stay home and call their doctor if they are ill or have symptoms.”

Outbreaks are always a challenge, particularly when multiple jurisdictions are tasked with tracking and tracing
cases and contacts. “We want to thank our community and regional partners, because without them this would
be an impossible task. The time and effort put forth by the employer, the health departments, and our
community testers make this undertaking doable. We want to recognize the many social service providers that
support our work as well, such as the FISH Food Bank, Bridges to Health, and others, and all those individuals
manning the Hood River Emergency Operations Center.” says Patricia Elliott, Director of HRPHD. “Outbreaks
are extremely complex and time-consuming, but necessary to ensure the health of all residents and employees
of Hood River County. We also want to thank the families and those affected by this outbreak for their
cooperation and willingness to assist us in this matter.”

For more information about COVID-19 visit:

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
Hood River County Health Department: (541) 386-1115, https://www.co.hood-river.or.us, follow the
left menu to Departments, Health Department.

Hood River County Emergency Management, Get Ready Gorge: www.getreadygorge.com/
Governor Kate Brown, workplace safety: https://govstatus.egov.com/or-covid-19

Food and Drug Administration:https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-
response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-frequently-
askedquestions#food

When you can be around others after you had or likely had COVID-19:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-

isolation.htmlI?CDC_AA _refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-
getting-sick%2Fwhen-its-safe.html



https://govstatus.egov.com/or-covid-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.co.hood-river.or.us/
http://www.getreadygorge.com/
https://govstatus.egov.com/or-covid-19
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-frequently-askedquestions#food
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-frequently-askedquestions#food
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-frequently-askedquestions#food
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2Fwhen-its-safe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2Fwhen-its-safe.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-isolation.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2Fwhen-its-safe.html

Hood River County Health Department 1109 June St., Hood River, OR, 97031
541-386-1115

Page |3

Multiples Casos de COVID-19 Identificados en una
Empacadora de Fruta Local en EI Condado Hood River

Una instalacién empacadora de fruta en EI Valle Medio de Hood River, se ha convertido en el centro de un
grupo de casos de COVID-19. Cada vez que hay dos 0 mas casos vinculados a una locacion en particular, se le
denomina ‘brote’. A partir del Viernes 29 de Mayo, 2020, se cumplieron los criterios para un brote Duckwall
Fruit. No hemos identificado la Fuente de este brote. Todos deben de continte siguiendo las normas de
distanciamiento social adecuado y el uso de una mascara tanto en el trabajo como durante el tiempo personal
fuera del trabajo. El nimero de casos tanto positivos y presuntos contindian cambiando, por favor consulte
nuestro sitio web para obtener lo Gltimo en el conteo de casos confirmados. Con total transparencia y
cooperacion de parte de Duckwall Fruit, la prueba a los empleados y otros contactos cercanos se realizan con la
coordinacion de socios de la comunidad. One Community Health, Columbia Gorge Family Medicine and Mid-
Columbia Medical Center han tomado medidas para garantizar que todos los empleados en Duckwall Fruit
reciban pruebas oportunas antes que la instalacion comience a operar otra vez. El Departamento de Salud del
Condado Hood River (HRCHD) est4d muy agradecido de tener una gran participacion comunitaria.

“Sin nuestros socios comunitarios , no hubiéramos podido tener una respuesta tan rapida a la amenaza de
COVID19 en nuestra region.” Dijo Patricia Elliott, Directora de HRCHD. “Es probable que aumente el numero
de casos positivos en los proximos dias a medida que continGia nuestra investigacion.”

Connie Serra, MD Médico Principal dijo; “En One Community Health (OCH) estamos enfocando nuestros
esfuerzos en COVID-19 en apoyar a las poblaciones vulnerables, incluidos los trabajadores agricolas, los cuales
hemos estado sirviendo desde nuestra fundacion hace méas de 33 afios. Ofrecemos acceso a educacion gratuita
de COVID-19, pruebas gratuitas y atencion médica en nuestras clinicas semanales para trabajadores agricolas
Para los duefios de huertas y empacadoras, hemos creado una serie de servicios para apoyarlos esta temporada,
incluyendo educacion gratuita de seguridad y prevencion de COVID-19 para trabajadores, proporcionada por
los trabajadores de salud comunitarios, bilingles/biculturales. También estamos asociandonos estrechamente
con nuestros departamentos de salud locales para localizar el virus, evaluar y contener la propagacion del virus.
Los esfuerzos de rastreo de contactos de nuestro departamento de salud son esenciales , particularmente a
medida que nuestro estado se esta volviendo mas activo y las restricciones de quedarse en casa se aligeran.
Comprendemos que este es un tiempo confuso y desafiante , pero estamos agradecidos por la respuesta
colectiva de nuestra comunidad apoyando a nuestras granjas y empacadoras locales y los trabajadores
esenciales para tener un cosecha seguray exitosa. “Apreciamos los riesgos y sacrificios que estan
tomando para poner productos locales en nuestras mesas.”

No todos los individuos que dieron positivo y estan conectados con este grupo del brote viven en el Condado
Hood River. Varios de los individuos viven en Condados circunvecinos, con el potencial de ver también casos
positivos en las comunidades vecinas del Estado de Washington. Segun Teri Thalhofer, Directora de Salud
Publica del Distrito Central del Norte (NCPHD), “COVID no respeta los linderos del condado. Agradecemos
gue nuestros socios se unan cuando un brote tiene un impacto multijuridiccional.”

Duckwall Fruit, HRCHD, NCPHD y EIl Departamento de Agricultura de Oregon estan trabajando en
colaboracion para mitigar este brote. Duckwall ha trabajado arduamente para establecer reglas de seguridad
para sus empleados, incluso antes de ocurriera este brote. Ed Weathers, Presidente de Duckwall Fruit declard
“En Duckwall Fruit nuestra primera prioridad siempre ha sido la salud y seguridad de nuestros empleados y, en
el caso de enfermedades contagiosas, también la salud y seguridad de sus familias. Duckwall Fruit y El
Departamento de Salud del Condado Hood River continGan trabajando estrechamente con el comun objetivo de
proteger a nuestros empleados y la comunidad. “Estamos especialmente agradecidos con EIl Departamento de
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Salud del Condado Hood River por su asistencia continua en este momento dificil y continuaremos trabajando
estrechamente con su equipo y siguiendo la orientacion que brindan.” Duckwall Fruit tiene una larga historia, ya
que ha operado por més de 100 afios proporcionando empaque de fruta fresca en el Valle de Hood River.

Segun la Administracion de Medicamentos y Alimentos, no hay evidencia de que los alimentos o los envases
estén asociados con la transmision de COVID19.

“Desafortunadamente, es probable que veamos més incidentes propagacion del virus en las proximas semanas y
meses”, Christopher Van Tilburg, Oficial de Salud del HRCHD declara. “Aunque agrupados en un lugar de
trabajo, no sabemos donde comenzo el brote o donde se propagd, puedo haber ocurrido entere los empleados
que no estaban trabajando. Necesitamos hacer lo que podamos para mantener nuestros lugares de trabajo
seguros Y mantenernos seguros en nuestro tiempo libre. Esto sera de suma importancia a medida que
avancemos hacia la reapertura del condado y el estado. Los empleadores pueden revisar las pautas de la
Gobernadora Kate Brown para la seguridad en el lugar de trabajo https://govstatus.egov.com/or-covid-19.
Especialmente, instituir distanciamiento fisico en el entorno laboral, permita que los empleados trabajen de
manera remota cuando sea posible, fomente la buena higiene de las manos y el uso de méscaras cuando el
distanciamiento fisico sea un reto (dificil), o el uso de mascaras sea obligatorio cuando sea apropiado. Lo més
importante es que los empleados se queden en casa y llamen a su médico si se encuentran enfermos o tienen
sintomas.”

Los brotes son siempre un desafio, particularmente multiples jurisdicciones son encargadas de encontrar y
rastrear los casos y contactos. “Quereos agradecer a nuestra Comunidad y socios regionales, porque sin ellos
esta seria una tarea imposible. El tiempo y esfuerzo aportado por el empleador, los departamentos de salud y
evaluadores de nuestra comunidad hacen posible esta tarea. También queremos reconocer a los muchos
proveedores de servicios sociales que apoyan nuestro trabajo tales como EI Banco de Alimentos FISH, Bridges
to Health y otros, y todas aquellas personas que manejan EI Centro de Operaciones de Emergencia de Hood
River” dijo Patricia Elliott, Directora del HRPHD. “Los brotes son extremadamente complejos y requieren
mucho tiempo, pero necesario para asegurar la salud de todos los residentes y empleados del Condado Hood
River. También queremos agradecer a las familias y aquellos afectados por su cooperacion y disposicion para
ayudarnos con este asunto.”

Para més informacion acerca COVID-19 visite:

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html

Hood River County Health Department: (541) 386-1115, https://www.co.hood-river.or.us, follow the left
menu to Departments, Health Department.

Hood River County Emergency Management, Get Ready Gorge: www.getreadygorge.com/

Governor Kate Brown, workplace safety: https://govstatus.egov.com/or-covid-19

Food and Drug Administration:https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-
disease-2019-covid-19/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19-frequently-askedquestions#food

Cuando puede estar cerca de otros después de haber tenido o probablemente tenido COVID-19:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/end-home-

isolation.htmlI?CDC_AA _refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-
getting-sick%2Fwhen-its-safe.html
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