
Water Quality Status of Hood River streams (DEQ’s 2004/2006 Water Quality Assessment) 
http://www.deq.state.or.us/wq/assessment/rpt0406/search.asp#db 

Water body 
Name 

Boundaries Assessment 
Year 

Parameter Current Status 

Clear Branch Hood 
River 

Mouth to Laurence Lake 2002 Temperature (bull trout) TMDL Plan Approved by EPA.  
De-listed 2002. 

Dog River Mouth to Headwaters 2004 Beryllium, Iron Water Quality Limited (303d). 
Evans Creek Mouth to River mile 8.0 2004 Beryllium, Copper, Iron Water Quality Limited (303d). 
Hood River PacifiCorp Powerhouse to East Fork 

Hood River 
2002 Temperature TMDL Plan Approved by EPA.  

De-listed 2002. 
  2004 Copper Water Quality Limited (303d). 
 Mouth to East Fork Hood River 2004 Beryllium, Iron Water Quality Limited (303d). 
Hood River, East Fork Mouth to Headwaters 2002 Temperature TMDL Plan Approved by EPA.  

De-listed 2002. 
  2004 Beryllium, Copper, Iron Water Quality Limited (303d). 
Hood River, Middle 
Fork 

Mouth to Clear Branch 2002 Temperature (bull trout) TMDL Plan Approved by EPA.  
De-listed 2002. 

  2004 Beryllium, Iron Water Quality Limited (303d). 
Hood River, West 
Fork 

Mouth to Lake Branch 2002 Temperature TMDL Plan Approved by EPA.  
De-listed 2002. 

  2004 Beryllium Water Quality Limited (303d). 
Indian Creek Mouth to Headwaters 2002 Temperature TMDL Plan Approved by EPA.  

De-listed 2002. 
  2004 Chlorpyrifos Water Quality Limited (303d).  
Lake Branch Mouth to Lost Lake 2002 Temperature TMDL Plan Approved by EPA.  

De-listed 2002. 
Lenz Creek Mouth to River mile 1.5 2004 Arsenic, Beryllium, 

Chlorpyrifos, Iron, 
Manganese, pH 

Water Quality Limited (303d). 

Mitchell Creek Mouth to Headwaters 2004 Zinc Water Quality Limited (303d).  
Neal Creek Mouth to East Fork/West Fork 

Confluence 
2002 Temperature TMDL Plan Approved by EPA.  

De-listed 2002 
  2002 Arsenic, Beryllium, 

Chlorpyrifos, Guthion, 
Iron, Manganese  

Water Quality Limited (303d). 

Neal Creek, East Fork Mouth to Headwaters 2004 Beryllium, Iron Water Quality Limited (303d). 
Whiskey Creek Mouth to Headwaters 2002 Temperature TMDL Plan Approved by EPA.  

De-listed 2002. 
 
Notes: 
(1) While a TMDL Plan has been approved by EPA for temperature concerns and 
therefore these water bodies are no longer listed on the state’s 303(d) list for water 
quality-impaired streams, this does not mean water temperature is no longer a problem.  
It simply means that measures are underway to address temperature concerns. 
 
(2) The 2004/06 303(d) list was developed using data collected up through 2001 or 
2002.  Data collected since that time has not been evaluated by DEQ for the Water 
Quality Assessment.  The next assessment is expected within the next couple of years. 
 
(3) Limited data has been collected since 1998 in the Hood River watershed.  Water 
quality conditions may have gotten better or worse since that time.  There are also 
streams and times of year where data has never been collected so we do not know that 
water quality status. 



Other water quality parameters collected on Hood River water bodies where there is not enough data for 
303(d) evaluation but there are indications of water quality concerns 
Water body name Stream segment Assessment year Parameter Discussion 
Baldwin Creek Mouth to headwaters 1998 (DEQ); 1999-2003 

(HRWG) 
Nitrogen/phosphorus* Levels of nitrogen and phosphorus above 

OWEB evaluation criteria (no state standards) 
Baldwin Creek Mouth to headwaters 1998 (DEQ); 2000 (Hood River 

County); 2001-2002 (HRWG)   
Bacteria Some grab samples above state criterion of 406 

orgs/ml 
Graham Creek Mouth to headwaters 2000-2003 (HRWG) Nitrogen/phosphorus Levels of nitrogen and phosphorus above 

OWEB evaluation criteria (no state standards) 
Indian Creek Mouth to headwaters 1998 (DEQ);  Nitrogen/phosphorus Levels of nitrogen and phosphorus above 

OWEB evaluation criteria (no state standards) 
Indian Creek Mouth to Country Club 

Rd. 
1998 (DEQ)  Bacteria Some grab samples above state criterion of 406 

orgs/ml 
Indian Creek Mouth to Barrett Drive 2008 (Columbia Riverkeeper) Bacteria Some grab samples above state criterion of 406 

orgs/ml 
Lenz Creek Mouth to headwaters 1998, 1999 & 2005 (DEQ);  Nitrogen/phosphorus Levels of nitrogen and phosphorus above 

OWEB evaluation criteria (no state standards) 
Lenz Creek Mouth to headwaters 1999 & 2005 (DEQ) Bacteria Not enough data for 303(d) evaluation 
Lenz Creek Mouth to headwaters 2003-2005 Guthion Data not yet evaluated for 303(d) list, some 

exceedances of criteria 
McGuire Creek Mouth to headwaters 1998, 1999 & 2005 (DEQ);  Nitrogen/phosphorus Levels of nitrogen and phosphorus above 

OWEB evaluation criteria (no state standards)  
McGuire Creek Mouth to John Weber 

park 
1998 & 2005 (DEQ); 2000 
(Hood River County) 

Bacteria Some grab samples above state criterion of 406 
orgs/ml 

Neal Creek Mouth to confluence of 
East/West Forks 

1998 (DEQ and HRWG); 1999 
& 2005 (DEQ)  

Nitrogen/phosphorus Levels of nitrogen and phosphorus above 
OWEB evaluation criteria (no state standards) 

Neal Creek Mouth to confluence of 
East/West Forks 

2005 (DEQ) Bacteria Some grab samples above state criterion of 406 
orgs/ml 

Odell Creek Mouth to headwaters 1998 &1999 (DEQ); 2001-2003 
(HRWG);  

Nitrogen/phosphorus Levels of nitrogen and phosphorus above 
OWEB evaluation criteria (no state standards) 

Odell Creek Mouth to headwaters 1998,1999 & 2005 (DEQ); 2000 
(Hood River County) 

Bacteria Some grab samples above state criterion of 406 
orgs/ml 

Rhoades Creek Mouth to headwaters 2001-2003 (HRWG)   Nitrogen/phosphorus Levels of nitrogen and phosphorus above 
OWEB evaluation criteria (no state standards) 

Rhoades Creek Mouth to headwaters 2001-2003 (HRWG)   Bacteria Some grab samples above state criterion of 406 
orgs/ml 

Spring Creek Mouth to headwaters 1998 (DEQ) Nitrogen/phosphorus Levels of nitrogen and phosphorus above 
OWEB evaluation criteria (no state standards) 

Spring Creek (trib 
to Whiskey Ck) 

Mouth to headwaters 1998 (DEQ) Bacteria Some grab samples above state criterion of 406 
orgs/ml 

Tieman Creek Mouth to headwaters 2001-2003 (HRWG)   Nitrogen/phosphorus Levels of nitrogen and phosphorus above 
OWEB evaluation criteria (no state standards) 

Tieman Creek Mouth to headwaters 2001-2003 (HRWG)   Bacteria Some grab samples above state criterion of 406 
orgs/ml 

Trout Creek Mouth to headwaters 1998 (DEQ); 1999 (Coccoli) Nitrogen/phosphorus Levels of nitrogen and phosphorus above 
OWEB evaluation criteria (no state standards)  

Wishart Creek Mouth to headwaters 1998 (DEQ)  Nitrogen/phosphorus Levels of nitrogen and phosphorus above 
OWEB evaluation criteria (no state standards) 

Whiskey Creek Mouth to headwaters 1998 (DEQ)  Nitrogen/phosphorus Levels of nitrogen and phosphorus above 
OWEB evaluation criteria (no state standards) 

Whiskey Creek Mouth to headwaters 1998 (DEQ); 2000 (Hood River 
County) 

Bacteria Some grab samples above state criterion of 406 
orgs/ml 

 
*Nutrients:  There are no statewide criteria; evaluation criteria suggested by OWEB to use: 0.05 
mg/l for total-P and 0.30 mg/l for nitrate (not regulatory). 


