Hood River County Water Planning Group

Sept. 5, 2012

Meeting Notes

Present:  Les Perkins, Mike Benedict, Rachael Ragan, Joel Hubble, Dan Church, Craig DeHart, Niklas Christensen, Jer Camarata, John Buckley and Steve Stampfli.

Niklas Christensen, as the Water Planning Groups’ projects coordinator, led the discussions.
The first item of discussion was moving the HRWPG meetings to bi-monthly or as needed.  Current plan is to skip the October meeting and have the November meeting.  
Niklas explained the project process and handed out a project chart with assigned tasks.

Niklas stated that Herrera will perform the Water Needs Assessment project first and then proceed to the Water Conservation Assessment project.  
Normandeau will be on site by Sept. 18th and hopefully in the field no later than Sept. 19th to start fieldwork in transect site selection.

There was mention of a Bureau of Reclamation Water and Efficiency grants that stress hydro facilities.

Joel noted that he will soon take care of getting the Bureau of Rec. budget finalized and distributed to the group.

BOR action: get buy off on the DHSV Model. Craig will give the BOR his DHSVM data.
The glacier model developed by the University of British Columbia will be incorporated into the DHSVM model.  It appears that we can get some free assistance or at least data using the Beta version of their glacier model.  In exchange for their assistance, UW/UBC would like to publish a scientific journal article showing results from the hydrology/climate change modeling.
The Climate Impact Group will provided date to Toni at BOR. The group agreed to use the decades of 2020, 2040 and 2080 for evaluating climate impacts.
For climate projections, the group decided to go with the A1B and B1 emission scenarios.  These are the most widely used and accepted by professionals in the field. They are also somewhat conservative with respect to CO2 concentrations.
There was discussion on a role for USGS; Niklas will coordinate with them for further discussions.

The BOR will provide some ballpark estimates for costs associated with developing water storage sites; and some back of the napkin design work. All the storage work will eventually be plugged into the Riverware model and can sit idle until such time the group can plug in the operational stuff. Niklas will forward the 1964 OWRD study to Joel and look into surface water storage rights.


BOR has agreed to the schedule that Niklas distributed to the group.

The resolution for the water resource model needs to be pinned down.  It will likely need to be daily so it can evaluate minimum streamflows.
End

